
 
 
 

Transition to Junior from Nursery ~ Child must be 1 year old. -  Bottles & Walking 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

How Many Bottles 
does the child have 

during the day?

2 -3 Bottles - Stay 
in Nursery 

Amount of bottles are 
due to nutritional 

need.

Discuss Special Needs 
in order to 

accomodate in Junior

Amount of bottles are 
due to familar pattern.

Encourage sippy cup 
for comfort. 

1 - 2 Bottles -
Stay in Nursery

Replace bottles with 
sippy cup of milk  / 

formula

Replace 1 bottle with 
sippy cup of water

1 or less Bottle - Ready 
for Junior

Utilize sippy cup of 
water / milk for lunch

Able to move to Junior

What stage toward 
walking is child?

Not yet, only 
crawls                  

Stay in Nursery

Can stand, Cruises 
on furniture, takes 

a step or 2

Can handle 
outside with 

footwear?

Yes - Ready for 
Junior

No - Encourage 
shoes and visiting 

outside

Walks 
Independently & 

confidently

Wear shoes and 
visit Junior Class

Ready for Junior



 
 
 

Transition from Junior to Primary Class  

Child should be 2 years old. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nap

Child often takes a 
morning rest.

Child usually stays 
awake in the 

morning and rests 
for afternoon.

Select - Morning 
rest is part of 

routine or physical 
need?

Walking, Playing 
and Transitions

Child often needs 
carried to move 
from inside to 

outside.

Child enjoys being 
carried but is able 

to walk with or 
behind the group.

Child responds to 
name and a 

simple one-task 
direction.

Food and Drink

Meals and Food 
follow the school 

routine.

Stays at the table 
for the majority of 

the mealtime. 

Independently 
uses sippy cup. 
Introduced to a 
spoon & plate.

Use of Comfort 
Items (pacifier, 
blankets, etc)

Items are used 
often throughout 

the day.

Items are used at 
nap and rarely 
while awake.

Child can be 
comforted or 

redirected by a 
teacher.

Social Interaction

Communicates 
needs through 

gestures or 
language.

Shows interest 
and/or awareness 
of other children.

May cry at drop 
off, but is able to 
be comforted and 
distracted quickly. 



 
 
 

Transition to Preschool 

*Concerns in Development in these areas should be directed to Early Intervention 

 

Age Requirement

3 years old by 
September 1st. 

Fully Potty 
Trained if...

Child wears 
underwear during 
daytime and nap

Child can push and 
pull pants down 
and up with mild 

support.

Child will have 
bowel movements 
in toilet, even if not 

a school. 

Language & 
Communication 

Skills *

Responds visually 
and/or verbally 
when name is 

called

Speaks in 3 - 5 word 
sentences

Communicates 
needs through 

words, gestures, 
and/or eye contact. 

Social / 
Emotional 

Readiness *

Curious or 
interested in other 

children

Does not 
intentionally harm 
oneself / others / 

property

Child will self-
soothe or allow 

familiar adults to 
soothe

Family will allow for 
temporary sadness 

at separation



 
 
 

Transition to Pre-Kindergarten 

*Concerns in Development in these areas should be directed to Early Intervention 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Age Requirement

4years old. 

Fully Potty 
Trained ...

Child wears 
underwear during 
daytime and nap.

Child is self-sufficient. 
Does not need help 

with clothes or wiping.

Child will have bowel 
movements in toilet, 
even if not a school. 

Language & 
Communication 

Skills *

Speaks in multi-word, 
complex sentences

Basic understanding of 
letters, numbers and 

print concepts. 

Understands 
communication is 2-
way. Answers direct 

question with 
relevancy.

Social / 
Emotional 

Readiness *

Does not intentionally 
harm oneself / others 

/ property

Demonstrates 
knowledge of 

emotional strategies. 
Ex. Self-soothe, talk 

with conflicts. 

Adjusts quickly to 
school environment. 

Very little or no 
separation anxiety. 


